Bad News From Home (Nehemiah Ch 1:1-11) 

The Report Of The Land (Vs. 1-3) 

A. The People Were In Reproach (Vs. 3a&b) 

B. Their Protection Was in Rubble (Vs. 3c) 

C. Their Passages Were In Ruin (Vs. 3d) 
The Reaction Of The Listener (Vs. 4) 

A. A Sorrowful Action (Vs. 4a-c) 

B. A Summons To Act (Vs. 4e) 

C. A Seeking Of The Almighty (Vs. 4d) 
The Request To The Lord 

A. The Adoration Of The Sovereign (Vs. 5) 

B. The Admitting Of Sin (Vs. 6-7) 

C. The Application Of Scripture (Vs. 8-9) 

D. The Asking Of The Servant (Vs. 10-11) 
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1) ...some Jews had been back in the land for some 150 
years when the Book of Nehemiah opens up. Nehemiah's 
brother and others were come back to Babylon to the city 
of Shushan where Nehemiah worked as the king's 
cupbearer. When I was in collage, that first semester, I 
wanted to know about every thing that was going on 
back home. High School, basket ball, football, local news. 
Here we find Nehemiah asking "How are things going 
back home?" 

2) ...Christian life to someone that had not seen you in 5, 10, 
20 years. Would it be a good report? Have you gone 
forward, building and growing in the grace of God for the 
kingdom of God, has the work ceased. Are the walls still 
down the gates burned and your life in derision by your 
enemies? 


3) Proverbs 25:28 He that hath no rule over his own spirit is 
like a city that is broken down, and without walls. 

4) ...Satanic attacks and temptations and encounters 
difficulty in resisting temptation because of a lack of 
discipline and control. Israel demonstrated a lack of 
discipline and character in not having the walls rebuilt 
after a number of years." They had had 150 years and yet 
had still not rebuilt the walls. Defeat can easily become a 
cycle. 

5) ...will see through a dependence upon God through 
prayer and a resolve in our hearts, and a vision of what 
God can do, the broken walls and gates of our lives can 
be rebuilt! We don't have to live in a cycle of defeat! 


1) So often we can be acclimatized to our condition, that's 
when we need to outside view of the word of God, to see 
our true condition. 


2) ...runs rampant, where just any old wicked lustful thought 
is able to march right through the gates of our mind! Do 
we care enough about our spiritual condition to weep 
tears and mourn that we are not farther along in our 
journey with the Lord than we are? 


3) ...our church for revival, but through Christ all things are 
possible. You can't build those wall in you own ability, but 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, God can rebuild the 
walls! 
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1. ...response to a news paper article on "What is wrong 
with this country?" Renoun author and Christian 
apologist G.K. Chesterton wrote an editorial that read, "In 
response to your recent artial entitled "What is wrong 
with this country?" "I am." Yours truly, G.K. Chesterton. 
It's not my brother nor my sister, but it's me oh lord 
standin' in the need of prayer! 

2. ...broken walls is but his providential standing before the 
king and Proverbs 21:1 The king's heart is in the hand of 
the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it 
whithersoever he will. God could touch that kings heart. 
Just as God could touch that kings heart God can touch 
and work in our own heart to do something about the 
broken condition of our lives, our church, our city and 
nation. 

3. ...are you indifferent to that report, uncaring or do you 
have a burden to see the walls rise high again. What 
about our church? When was the last time God placed 
upon your heart a burden for your church? How could 
God use you to rebuild and add to the life of our church. 


